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DE DICAT TI O N. 


To THE, 


RIGHT HONOURABLE. 


10 O HN Lord Viſeount LI G ONTER; 
CAPTAIN GENERAL of HIS MAJESTY 


Forces, MasTzr GENERAT of the Ordnance, and Knicat 
of the Moſt Honourable Order of the Bath. 


My LORD, 
H E publick Rumour of a French Invaſion 
[ becoming every Day more ſerious, I thought 
it conſiſtent with my Office to recommend 
to my Pariſhioners, a proper Senſe of their Duty to 


His Majeſty and their Country, if the Enemy, grown 
deſperate from our glorious Succeſſes, ſhould under- 


take ſo daring an Enterprize. 
In ſuch a Conjuncture, the following Diſcourſe is 


moſt humbly offerd to Your Lordſhip's Patronage 


and Protection; as from your high Command, expe- 
rienc'd Valour, and military Judgement, afliſted by 
the brave Veterans of Britain, our Hopes are jultly 


form'd of the Defeat of our threatning and vain- boaſt- 


ing Adverſaries. 
A 2 I with 


* 


"+ : 
n n IR ⅛—᷑b ˙w 2 — 


4 
r 
e 


n 


22 Saw; 


1 2 2 7 " 8 
— I > Pom We» oo HOI RY 
EN Ro, . r R > PG 


DEDICATION. 


I wiſh I had Abilities to give a Merit to this Per- 
formance worthy of Your Lordſhip's Acceptance and 
Peruſal, and was of ſuch Condition in Life, as might 
give a Countenance alſo to the Liberty I have taken; 
but I have the Satisfaction to think that the more pri- 
vate my Station is, the more pleas d Your Lordſhip 
will be with the Opportunity to exerciſe that Virtue 
of Humility, which is the Ornament and Proof of a 
great Mind, and is ſo natural to Your Lordſhip. 


{ have the Honour to be, 
My LoRD, 
Tour LoR DsHIP's mo/7 humble 


and devoted Servant, 


L. HowARD. 


2 CHRON. XXxXIi. Part of the 3d, and follow- 
ing Verſes, 


Alſo he flrengthened himſelf,, and ſet Captains of War over the People, 
and gathered them together to him, and ſþake comfortably to them, 
Jaying, 5 _ 50 

Be ſtrong and courageous, be not afraid nor diſmayed for the King of 
Aſſyria, nor for all the Multitude that is with him, for there be 


more with us, than with him. 


With him is an Arm of Fleſh, but with us is the Lord our God, to belp 
us, and to fight our Battles. 


And Hezekiah the King, and tbe Prophet Iſaiah the Son of Amoz 
prayed and cried to Heaven. 

And the Lord ſent an Angel, which cut off all the Men of Valour, and 
the Leaders and Captains in the Camp of the King of Aſſyria, who 
returned with Shame of Face to his own: Land. 


and affecting Account of the Actions and Reign of Hezekab 
King of Judab, of his Zeal to reſtore the Worſhip of the 
true God, and reform his Country from Idolatry and Pagan Su- 
perſtition ; inſtead of beginning his Reign with doing Evil iu the: 
Sight of the Lord, he very wiſely and prudently reſolved to make 
him his Friend, for he knew it was vain for him to truſt to his 
Bow, that it was not his Arrow could fave him, without his 
Divine Aid and Aſſiſtance; nor was his Zeal only, but his Since- 
rity remarkable; there was no Oſtentation nor Vain-glory like 
eus in this Conduct of Hezekiah, for the ſormer Chapter con- 
cludes, that whatever he did, he did with all bis Heart, and proſpered. 
It may ſeem ſtrange, at the firſt View, that God, whom he 
had thus zealouſly ſerv'd, ſhould throw ſuch a dark Shade m 
| | 8. 


1. this Book of the Chronicles we have a very particular 


„ 

his Affairs, as we are inform'd of in the Firſt Verſe of this Chapter; 
that ſuch a national Calamity ſhou'd befall him after the Re- 
formation he had perfected, and Sennacherib the idolatrous King 
of Ahhria be permitted to come into Judab and encamp againſt 
him: But God was willing to enlarge Hezebiab's View and Know- 
ledge of his Divine Attributes, and give him moſt affecting and 
feeling Inſtances and Demonſtrations of his Almighty Power and 
Mercy; that inſtead of the dumb Idols which his Predeceſſor and 
People had ignorantly and wickedly worſhip'd, that he had 
brought them home to that God who was mighty in Operation, 
as well as infinite in Mercy and Googneſs; he was therefore 

leas'd to change the Scene in order to try his Faith and Stedfaſt- 
neſs, and whether the afflicted, the invaded, and infulted King 
of Judab, would perſevere in that Religion and Virtue which had 
hitherto been ſo conſpicuous in his Conduct. It might be like- 
wiſe another End of Divine Providence in this Diſpenſation, to 
let him experience ſome of the Sorrows which Sin had introduced 
into this Valley of Tears, and that Men of whatever Degree or 
Station, Princes or Peaſants, are born to Trouble, as the Sparks fly 
upwards, When all Things go well we are too apt to go wrong, 
to be ſwell'd beyond the proper Size of dependent Creatureſhip, 
and in an Affluence of Fortune and Proſperity, to be ſo dazzled 
with the bright Sunſhine as not to ſee God, and know that there 
is a Divine Power above us; it has been ſenſibly obſerv'd, that it 
is a dangerous Thing to live conſtantly in a Paradiſe of worldly 
Delights and Satisfactions, becauſe in every ſuch Paradiſe there 
larks a tempting Serpent, 

Upon the Tidings of this A/yrian Invaſion, we perceive him 
taking the wiſeſt Steps and moſt prudential Meaſures to defeat 
the Deſigns of his Enemies, and render ſuch Invaſion vain and 
fruitleſs ; he adviſed with his PRINCES and MIGHTY MEN 
to ſtop the WATERS of the Fountains, whoſe Current he di- 
verted by ſubterraneous Paſſages, ſo that the Uſe of them was 
retained to his People, but taken away from the Enemy; from 
which prudent Policy he witely judged that the Afyrian Army 
would ſuffer extremely for the Want of thoſe diverted Streams. 
This Conduct of Hezekiah is quoted by the Prophet Jaiab to 


the Jews in their Invaſion by the Per/zans, who in the gth Verſe of 
the 


Eu 


the 22d Chapter of his Prophecy, thus ſpeaks to and upbraids 


thoſe political but ſinful People—You imitate, by reaſon of your 
Fear, Hezekiab's Prudence againſt the AHrians, in cutting off the 
Waters from his Enemies, but you do not reſemble him in his Faith, 
who alſo had Recourſe to God by Prayer amd Humihation. 


We read in the 5th Verſe of his /frengthening himſelf, of the 


military Preparations which he made, and of his Encouragement 
of his People not to fear the proud, idolatrous, and to uſe a 


modern Term, Gaſconading Aſſyrians; that he exhorted his People 


in their Conſternation to put their Truſt and Confidence in God; 
Be ſtrong, ſays he, and courageous, be not afraid nor diſmayed for 


_ the King of Aſſyria, nor for the Multitude that is with him, for there 


be more with us than with him. With him is an Arm of Fleſh, that 
is, worldly Power and human Strength only, but with ws is the 
Lord our God, that everlaſting Spirit, with ſupernatural Strength to 
help us and to fight our Battles. 

Thus political and prudent was Hezekiah, uſing all lawful 
Means of Defence, and then calling a fort of ſpiritual Council, 
and joining with 7/a:ah the Son of Amos a Prophet of the Lord in 
Prayers and Cries to Heaven for Deliverance ; the happy Conſe- 


quence of which Faith and Devotion was, that the Lord ſent an Angel 


which cut off all the mighty Men of Valour, and the Leaders and Captains 
in the Camp of the King of Aſſyria, who returned with Shame of Face 


to. his own Land. 

In further diſcourſing upon this Scripture I ſhall take the 
Opportunity of ſetting forth and recommending to your Practice, 
the very neceſſary and excellent Virtue of PRUDENCE, in the 


private and common Affairs of Life; ſince thoſe that are not 


prudent in little cannot be expected to be ſo in greater Matters, 
nor the imprudent Man in his own Afairs, be judged qualified for 
the Truſt and Management of national Concerns. I ſhall then ſet 


forth and recommend, the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of that pub- 


lick, national, and POLITICAL PRUDENCE, which 1s requiſite 
with regard to Kingdoms and States in all dangerous and critical 
Conjunctures. And in the laſt Place I ſhall ſhew, that, tho ſuch. 
publick and political Prudence, ſuch judicious and diſereet Mea- 
ſures are not to be neglected, that they will be found. inſignificant 


and unavailing to the End propoſed, without the additional yoo 
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dom and Diſcretion of applying to God by Prayer and Supplica- 
tion, for his Divine Aid and Aſſiſtance. But firſt I am to take this 
Opportunity to ſet forth and recommend the virtue of PRU- 
DENCE in GENERAL: that there is a Diſcretion and ſelf-pre- 
ſerving Care and Watchfulneſs neceſſary in private Life; and, 
amongſt other Reaſons, becauſe, as, in the publick one, we are 
liable to many Actacłs and INVASIONS. | 

The World is full of Invading and ſinful Temptations, to ſhake 
the moral Frame and Diſpoſition of our Minds, and by overthrow- 
ing our Virtue, to deſtroy, enſlave, and make us miſerable and un- 
happy. With what Variety of Aſſaults is the little Citadel of Man 
beſieged and znvaded ; baſe and inſinuating Corruption, power- 
ful Intereſt and Ambition, make their Attempts upon and invade 
our Virtue, our Honour and Integrity, and ſtrive to force us 
out of the good Principles we may have imbibed by Education, 
and the ſweet and pleaſant Path of Innocence, Eaſe and Content- 


ment. 


There is not a Virtue we poſleſs but is liable to the Invaſion 
of ſome oppoſite and captivating Vice, and ſo depraved and ſtrong 
are our Paſſions, ſo biaſs'd our Nature to ſenſual Pleaſures and 
Enjoyments, that as we take a larger View and Taſte of Life, if 
it was not for the Exerciſe, the Guide and Direction of Prudence 
and Diſcretion, there would be no ſteering nor paſling ſafely thro' 
the dangerous Gulph of this enſnaring and ſeducing World, which 
is full of its glittering Decoys and Enticements to Vice, and its 
deſtructive Conſequences. | 
In the bright Conſtellation of Virtues and Graces, a learned 
Mricer has given place to PRUDENCE, and calls her the Queen 
and Superintendant of all the reſt; that it is the Cauſe of every 
Thing that is good, beautiful, proper and decent; and to which 
1 may add, the Hindrance and Prevention of every Thing that is 
bad, deformed, improper and indecent ; that it is the Salt of our 
Life, to preſerve it from Corruption, the Seaſoning of our Words 
and Actions, and the moral and becoming Art, it I may ſo ſpeak, 
to ſquare and conduct our Affairs with Advantage to ourſelves and 
others; that as Phyſick is the Art to prevent and keep off Diſeaſes, 
as well as to reſtore Health, ſo Prudence is the noble Science of liv- 
ing and behaving in ſuch a Manner as to avoid running upon thoſe 
dangerous Sands of Vice, which lie conceal'd in this Sea of Life. 
The 


54 


The World is diligent to find out our particular Paſſions, and 


what Price we ſeem to ſet upon our Virtue, according to our Ca- 

acities it bids for us, and preſents the tempting and glittering 
Object, to make us ſhrink, if poſſible, from our Integrity.—It 
muſt be confeſs'd indeed, that nothing is more difficult than the 


Exerciſe of real Prudence; to purſue their Intereſts, and raiſe 


themſelves, Men give into wicked Policies and Schemes, fo 
that after all, we may fail and miſcarry. There are, ſays a great 
Man, Variety of Accidents, Circumſtances, Dependencies, Times, 
Places, and Perſons, and the Alteration of One of them, may 
change and render the whole prudent Syſtem abortive. Vice ſome- 
times ſteals into the Seat of Virtue; Wrong and Right, Good 
and Evil, may, from Error in Judgement, or Depravity of Prin- 
ciple, form ſuch ſeemingly equal Pretences to our Regard and Pur- 
ſuit, and may bear ſuch near Refemblances, that ſome, eſpecially of 


the weaker Sort of Men, may think it Wiſdom and Prudence to 


follow, what the 20 er few, of real Underſtanding and Perſpicui- 
ty, know it᷑ juſt and diſcreet to avoid. | 

The Name of Prudence may ſometimes be given to Cunning 
and Subtilty, and bad Men havettheir ſly Forecaſts and Contri- 
vances, their Art and Dexterity in committing their Iniquities ; 
but the unhappy Events and Conſequences of ſuch Conduct often 


prove it a falſe and miſtaken Prudence. We live in a deprav d and 


degenerate Age, where PRUDENCE, the Prop and Pillar of States 
1 Individuals, and Prevention of the Evils of both, meets with 


general Diſeſteem and Contempt, and is commonly diſmiſt our Ser- 


vice when ſhe offers to intrude with her Advice, and interfere with 
our pleaſing and darling Vices.— The wanton Paſſion of Love, 


or rather Luſt, deſpiſes her Cautions, and the Epicure and 


Drunkard with his luxurious Dainties, and ſparkling Glaſs before 
him, will not follow the Dictates of Prudence to be temperate 
and ſober : Such make the Goodneſs and Bounty of Providence 
their wicked Handle of Indulgence and Enjoyment, as they call it, 


of its good Things; and to ſerve the wicked Turns of their vitiated 


and debauch'd Taſtes, they lay a Streſs upon ſome Texts of Scrip- 
ture, without any Regard to the true Reading of them, and the 
Reſtrictions, Qualifications, and Rules of Prudence, which are 


laid down in others: From God's giving us richly Things to enjoy, 
| and 
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and that we ſhou'd drink our Wine with a merry Heart, they 
take their wide Latitude of Senſuality and Excess, without any 
Recollection of the Apoſtle's Injunction to let our Moderation be 
known unto all Men, and 2 this World as not abuſing it; which 
Texts intimate that PRUDENCE and Temperance ſhould at- 
tend us, and be One of our Companions in all joyous Meetings 
and Aſſemblies, as a neceſſary Watch over our Words and Ac- 
ions. | : 

For want of the leading and ſupporting Strings of PRUDENCE, 
how many Men like little weak Children have their Falls and 
Bruiſes; how do Youth {ſet out well in the Journey of Life, give 
the pleaſing Hopes of their ſucceeding in the Callings and Pro- 
feſſions which their tender and careful Parents provide for them; 
how many depart from their Father's Houſe in the Whiteneſs 
and Purity of Innocence, but return with the Spots and Impurities 
of Vice, with the Loſs of Character and Fortune, and in that 
thatter'd and diſgraceful State and Condition, from which Pru- 
dence, if they had regarded her Maxims, would have preſerved 
them.—The want of this Virtue and Safeguard of Man appears in 
every Priſon and deplorable Sthte of Life, where dejected Looks, 
many Wants, and general Contempt, ſhew the unhappy Departure 
of Prudence and Diſcretion, 

From the Neceſſity and Conſequences of Prudence in private 
Life, I ſhall now proceed to ſet forth that wiſe and politickh Pru- 
dence which we have in Heze&:ah a royal and illuſtrious Exam- 
ple of. And here, I ſhall firſt ſhew, That there is a POLI- 
TICK PRUDENCE neceſſary in Individuals as well as 
Kingdoms and States, I mean the Prudence to be quiet and mind 
eur own Buſincſs, the Prudence of Taciturnity and Modeſty, and 
to avoid ſpeaking Evil of Power, when we cannot, in the Nature 
of Things, be ſuppos'd Judges of the ſecret and neceſſary Springs 
of Government. je | 

It is certainly imprudent, and argues an high Degree of Pre- 
ſumption, to cenſure the Actions of thoſe who move in the up- 
per Spheres of Life, and particularly of thoſe who touch the prin- 
cipal Springs and Wheels that ſet the grand Machine of Govern- 
ment in Motion; for we cannot as we ſtand at a great Di- 


{tance diſcern their ſeveral Connections, the Relations they bear 
| to 
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to other Things, which muſt be ſcan'd with Nicety, before we can 
venture, either with Prudence or good Senſe, to prononce peremp- 

torily upon a great Man's Conduct. 9 
An Action may be ſeen in many diſadvantageous Points of 
View; it may appear raſh, tho' it reſults from cool Delibera- 
tion, and the moſt unimpeachable Diſcretion; it may appear un- 
juſt, tho' it has been weigh d in the Scales of Juſtice, and no- 
thing has been found wanting; it may ſeem to have been con- 
certed with ſome ambitious, intereſted, or ſiniſter Deſign, tho 
calculated for the true Intereſts of a Government, and built upon 
the moſt ſolid Principles of Patriotiſm: The Reaſon of this is 
unavoidable, fince the * Secrecy with which it is neceſſary, that 
Matters relating to the State and Welfare of a Nation muſt be 
conducted, and the labour d Diſguiſes which they mult neceſſarily 
wear, in order to eſcape the Obſervation of thoſe who are inter- 
eſted to decry a Meaſure, or to counter- act its Operation and Suc- 
ceſs, muſt always prejudice the Appearance of their Actions, at 
leaſt in many Inſtances, and greatly diſcolour their native and 
truly genuine Complexion, _ 1 5 
Some Men are ſo deep-ſighted, they think, in Politicks, as to 
talk of many Advantages ariſing to the Publick, many proper 
Checks to an Adminiſtration, from the Oppoſition of a contrary 
Party; but certain I am, many Inconveniences, many Interruptions 
of the publick Service, many Delays of the Buſineſs of a Nation, 
may ariſe from it, and eſpecially if it ſhould proceed only from 
private and ambitious Views. For how may a State ſuffer all this 
while? muſt not the Wheels of Government ſtand ſtill, or at leaſt 
move very {lowly, while the Intereſts or Paſſions of Individuals 
claſh and interfere in ſuch a Manner ? while two oppoſite Parties 
are pulling different Ways, and are endeavouring to give the 
Machine ſuch contrary Motions and Directions? The-Con- 
cluſion from what has been ſaid is, that it is Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence to unite in Duty and Subjection to Government, and the 
beſt Politicks we can Study 1s to let the Buſineſs of the Helm 
be done with the moſt Eaſe and Pleaſure by thoſe plac'd there for 


that Purpoſe. ih 
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* Nulla meliora concilia, quam quæ ignoraverit adverſarius ante quam ſierent. VESET., 


When a real Danger threatens us, then tis a wiſe and politick 
Prudence to concern ourſelves, and differs greatly from intermed- 
dling at other Times, and being buſy, which too often make 
ſach unneceſlary Politicians launch into 7mprudent Expreſſions 
and Invectives againſt Government, which ſeldom do Good to the 
State, and are frequently prejudicial and ruinous to themſelves. 
I come now to that rational, publick, and politic Prudence and 
wiſe Meaſures of Defence, which ſhould be obſerv'd and taken 
in all ſuch dangerous and critical Conjunctures, as may now 
have given ſome little Alarm, but I hope no cowardly Fears to 
this brave Ifland. . 

We are under the Threatnings of an Invaſion from our 
Enemies, who, Thanks be to God for his going forth with our 
Fleets and Armies, for the many glorious Succeſſes and Conqueſts 
of this War, from his Divine Aſſiſtance of our prudent Endea- 
vours and Armaments, ſeem reduc'd to this wretched, fooliſh, 
abſurd, and to them, I doubt not, fatal Expedient. But notwith- 
ſtanding the ſeeming Impoſſibility, or at leaſt Improbabi- 
lity of any Succeſs in their Attempts againſt us, the more ſerious 
we become, and the more PRUDENT we are to prepare and. 
guard againſt them, the more eaſily ſhall we diſappoint them in 
their Views, and in the Words of my Text, make them, if the 
ſhould venture a Deſcent, purſue the dangerous Extreme which, : 
their Circumſtances may put them upon, and-return with Shame of 
Face to their own Land. 

Tho' from a national Affection to his Majeſty's Perſon, Family 
and Government, from the Fidelity and united Hearts of his Peo- 
ple, from the Wiſdom of eur Councils, and approved Bravery of 
our Troops, and of our Naval Commanders and dauntleſs Sailors, 
little Danger of Succeſs 1s to be apprehended from their Attempts ; 
yet Inactivity, Careleſsneſs and Remiſneſs in uſing proper and 
prudential Means and Preparations for our Defence, would be a 
Reflexion on our National Wiſdom and State Policy, as well as 
diſpleaſing to God, who orders in Temporal as well as ſpiritual 


Affairs, that no Talent of Man ſhould be hid in a Napkin, nor any 


Power and Strength which he kindly gives to Kingdoms and States, 


be imprudently neglected and omitted. 


7 To 
It 
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It is the Cuſtom and Folly of too many to make a Jeſt of and 
ſport with ſeemingly diſtant Dangers, which the nearer Approach 
of, and the Hazard of their darling Riches, would cauſe to ſtart 
and tremble, and who for the moſt Part would be as daſtardly 
if ſuch Calamity ſhould come upon them, as they are ſeemingly 
bold and courageous when they imagine them to be only Rumour 
and Report.. | 

It is the Part of Prudence, in order to quicken a Nation's En- 
deavours, animate its Zeal, and haſten its Preparations, to conſider 
Conſequences, if any Schemes which their Enemies form ſhould 
ſucceed : * A wiſe Man always places the bad as well as good, the 
foul as well as fair Proſpect of Affairs before him, and recollects 
what may, tho he is not ſo fearful, and mean-hearted as to conclude 
it will happen; but however, he prepares againſt the worſt, and is 
careful and prudent to guard and defend his Country. 

It is our Happineſs, and one Foundation of our Hopes and Suc- 
ceſs, that Juſtice has marched with and accompany'd the Valour 
of our Fleets and Armies. War, ſays a great Author, like other Pur- 
ſuits and Engagements, hath its juſt Laws and Ordinances, God fa- 
voureth honeſt Warriors, and as Juſtice as well as Mercy is the 
Attribute of that pure Being, he may be expected to give the 
Victory to thoſe that act moſt agreeably to his Nature and Diſ- 

poſition ; therefore it is the Duty as well as Politick Prudence of 
| States to make themſelves. capable of his Divine Favour, and 
Bleſſing, by the Juſtice and Equity of their warlike Enterpriſes. 

A learned Man on this Subject has: obſerv'd, that Triumphs 
and Laurels are not to be ſought or fought for. on every Occaſion, 
and that the Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, the Cries of Widows 
and Orphans, and the ſundry Deſolations in, and Calamities pro- 
ceeding from Fields of Battle and Slaughter, are very moving: 
and affecting Conſiderations, in the midſt of. Victories, Triumphs, 
and Succeſſes. A War is not to be entered into nor undertaken, . 
but upon good and proper Motives ; Pride and Ambition, uni-- 
verſal Monarcliy, and a Defire to bring all Natiens into Cap-- 
tivity and Obedience to their Yoke of Government, are un-- 
juſtifiable Reaſons for War, —To break the Faith of Treaties and: 


Alliances; . 


Frequentiſſimum initium calamitatis ſecuritas, nemo celerius opprimitur quam qui non timet. 
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Alliances, are Reaſons which Prudence dictates for taking Arms; 
it is a neceſſary War to redreſs an injured Country's Inſults and 
Depredations, and is to be juſtified by all the Rules and Argu- 
ments of Reaſon and Religion. | | 

Self-defence is a Prudence, if J may ſo obſerve, amonſt Barbarians, 
and is a Law of Nature given by the Creator to poor Beaſts and 
Savages, how much more to rational Creatures. As our War 
then has Juſtice and Self-defence for its Vindication, permit me 
to ſpeak comfortably to the People of this Land; Be flrong and 
courageous, be not afraid or diſmayed at the publick Rumour of a 
French Invaſion, nor for all the Multitude that may come; for there 
be more with us than with them: for with them is an Arm of Fleſh, 
but with us is the Lord our God to help ns and to fight our Battles: 
tho' they cry with the loud Voices of Vain-boaſting and Aſyrian 
Threatnings, to affright, if poſſible, and trouble weak Minds, 
yet from the experienced Goodneſs of God to this Country, 
and from the glorious Proofs we have in this War received, 
that He is with us, % an Hoſt of Men are againſt us yet will 
not our Hearts be afraid; and tho there riſe up War againſt us, yet will 
we put our Truſt in him. 5 

The good Hegetiab was, and it becomes us to be prudent and 
circumſpect, to uſe all lawful Meaſures to annoy our Enemies, and 
to deprive them of thoſe Means of Help and Aſſiſtance which may 
favour their bold and daring ieitorticils and to intercept them in 
all their Schemes; it becomes us to ſtrengthen ourſelves, and ſet 
Captains of War over the People, and gather ourſelves together, 
if they ſhould invade us, to the ROYAL STANDARD of our 
great, our good, our warlike and courageous KING whoſe long 
Reign over us, has been moſt mild and gentle, and the Juſtice 
of whoſe Government is ſo inviting to, and will be attended 
I am perſuaded, with general Fidelity, Zeal, and Aﬀection. 

In all dangerous and critical Affairs of State, the Prudence and 
wiſe Policy, accompany'd with the Piety and Devotion in my 
Text, ſhould be recollected and imitated ; we are to make uſe of 
every Opportunity that ſeems to favour our Proceedings, nor let 
any Thing flip which a wiſe and good Providence ſeems to throw 
in our Way. As Times of War and Campaigns will always be 


attended with various Rumours and Reports, tis the Prudence 
| and 


2 


L 


and Policy of wiſe States, to promote if poſſible ſome good, 
and endeavour diligently, and in Time, to prevent any ill Effect 
from them; and that is by authoritative Information, which in 
any bad Tidings ſhews the Honeſty of a State, and in good ones 
the Pleaſure it takes to encourage and raiſe the drooping Minds of 
a People. But let not popular Reports, and uncertain Rumours, 
or Inventions of ill minded Men, ever ſtagger our Reſolution, nor 
damp our Zeal for our Country; let them not ſtop our prudent 
Courſe, but let us be firm to what Reaſon, Diſcretion, and our 
own Honour and Regard to our Country, dictate Perſeverance 
in. On the other Hand, let not Raſhneſs and a Sort of volatile 
Behaviour, attend any Proceeding of a grave and ſerious Nature; 
for there is a prudent Care and Caution which may ſeem to be, but 
is not FEAR; * Nothing with Prudence or Safety is to be de- 
fſpiſed in an Enemy, nor any Meaſures omitted, to withſtand his 
Efforts, however we may think them, weak or abſurd. | 
A great Writer of our own puts the wiſe Caution in his 
Herdes Mouth to appear, nor raſh nor d:ffident; and as, to make 
Fein in Battle is a Part of good Generalſhip, ſo in troubleſome 
Times, in the Neceſſity of publick Affairs, when the Enemy ſtrives, 
by Subtilty and Deceit, as well as Power, to conquer; and when 
it is not only to procure a great Good, but to prevent a great 
Miſchief to our Country, from ſuch as are known to be faithleſs 
and deceiving ; in ſuch Caſe we ſhould uſe their own Weapons,. 
and as our bleſſed Saviour adviſes his Diſciples, to be w/e as Ser- 
pents, which is no Departure from the Harmleſſneſs of the Dove. 
Thus have I ſet forth, and added to Prudence in general, that: 
national Dzſcretion and wife Policy, which the Exigency of pub- 
lick Affairs, and eſpecially ſuch as my Text recites, the Threatn- 
ings and Invaſions of an Enemy, particularly require. 

But after the Exerciſe of this proper, publick, and. politick 
Prudence, I muſt now take the Liberty in the laſt Place to preſs: 
and. exhort you to the Conduct of the rehgious, as well as cou- 
rageous and prudent King of Judah, viz. to be, as a brave Man. 
once ſaid in publick, neither aſhamed to pray, nor afraid to fight, but 
to cry to the God of Heaven; which was in Hegegiab's Inſult from 
the Aſſyrians, his pious Practice, and. will be the likelieſt * 11 

| ucceed, 


» Ni tuto in Hoſte deſpicitur. 


L T2 ] 

ſucceed, and be preſerved in all fimilar Circumſtances of Danger; 
for my Text concludes (nor need we doubt of the ſame merciful 
Providence if we follow his Example) that when Hezekiah the King, 
and the Prophet Iſaiah the Son of Amoz prayed and cried to Hea- 
ven, the Lord ſent an Angel which cut off all the Men of Valour, 
and the Leaders and Captains in the Camp of the King of Aſſyria, 
and he returned with Shame of Face to his own Land. | 

The Inferences from what has been ſaid, are very eaſy and na- 
tural ; That as all the neceſſary and politick Prudence which I 
have endeavour'd to define and recommend has been ſo zealouſly 
and faithfully exerciſed by our active and vigilant Government, 
by the Wiſdom and Virtue ſo gloriouſly remarkable in His Majeſty's 
Councils and Deliberations, and by our powerful Preparations 
to meet, encounter, and drive back, this menacing Hoſt, if they 
ſhould preſumptuouſly attempt to invade this Country; it only re- 
mains that all of us in our reſpective Provinces ſhou'd follow the 
Example of Hezek:ah's Nobles and People in my Text, who did 
all in their Power to help bim; who aſſembled themſelves in the Service 
of him and their Country, and were moſt willing, ready, and 
deſirous, to throw the many Darts, and put on the Shields and 
Bucklers, which we read in this Chapter, were made for them in 
their national Danger and Extremity. 

It is to be hoped that all that are ab/e, will be willing to take 
Arms for the Preſervation of their King, their Country, their 
religious and civil Liberties, their Property, their Families, their 
innocent Children, and every Thing dear and valuable to Britons, 
if our Enemies ſhou'd proceed in their miſchievous Deſigns ; 
and as Jaiab the Son of Amos, the Miniſter and Prophet of the 
Lord, and ſpiritual and faithful Friend and Subject of Hezekah, 
join d with him in Prayers and Cries to Heaven in the Extremity 
of his Affairs, from the Threatning and Invaſion of the idola- 
trous Sennacherib and his Army, tis to be hoped, and I think 
need not be doubted, that every Miniſter of Chriſt in his reſpec- 
tive Pariſh, and Cure of Souls, wilt preach, and privately prac- 
tiſe the Duties of Prayer and Devotion to the God of Nations, 
that he would preſerve and protect us; to which we ſhould add a 
aational Repentance, Humiliation, and Reformation of Manners. 


As 


1 


As it cannot be denied that we are a ſinful People, that Vices 


and Immoralities, with that horrid Curſing and Swearing, unhap- 
pily abound, for which we are afſur'd from God's Word, a Land 
mourneth; HOW ſhall we come, or wherewithal bow ourſelves before the 
Lord? But there is a Virtue which h:deth a Multitude of Sins, and 
which, Thanks be to God, is in faſhion amongſt us, and become 
the pious Taſte of the Age; CHARITY, with her numerous di- 
ſtreſs d Offspring, is favour'd with Perſons of the HIGHEST QUA- 
LITY, RANK, and CONDITION, at the Head of her melan- 
choly and moving Liſt of Objects. It affords us a pleaſing Hope of 
God being with us and fighting our Battles, when we rellect on the ma- 
ny exalted Benefactions and charitable Foundations of this compaſ- 
ſionate Country, and eſpecially of our great Metropolis and its 
Suburbs; nor can we doubt but the God of all Mercies, the Di- 


vine Patron of Charity, will accept of them as Chriſtian Peace 


Offerings, and that they will be in any Frown of Providence, 
irreſiſtable Pleas for Deliverance, and a Continuance of his Bleſ- 


ſings. Permit me then, in order to ſtrengthen our Hopes in 
God, to mention ſome of thoſe Chriſtian Sacrifices with which he 


zs pleaſed. | 


HERE the LUNATICK, * an Object which ſtands: in the 


| foremoſt Rank of Diſtreſs, has all the Skill and Benefit of 


PHYSICK, LEARNING and Study, to cool his poor diſtemper'd 


Brain, and to recloath his Mind with that Reaſon which is un- 
happily departed from him. The FRANTICK and RAVING 


are reſtrain'd from the outrageous Sallies and dangerous Conſe= 
quences of their unmeaning Miſchiefs. HERE Humanity is ſhewn . 


to poor Wretches, who are diveſted of it, and of every Quality 
and Endowment of the rational Creature, retaining only the 
Forms and Figures of Men. HERE the DEJECTED Objects of 
ſuch Diſtreſs, the MELANCHOLY and DESPAIRING, who from 


VAPOUR'D IMAGINATIONS, the Forerunners of Madneſs, or 


from the Seizure of the Brain by preſſing Misfortunes and Neceſ- 
ſities, are driven into irrational and frigbiſul HORRORS ; theſe are 
aſſiſted and comforted with ſuch medicinal Helps and Means of Cure, 
as gradually give Hopes of their Recovery to a Sobriety of Re- 
flection. This is a CHARITY which ſoars to the very Height 
of Beneficence, and muſt be pleaſing to that SUPREAM BEIN Bm 
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who enlightens the Mind of Man with Wiſdom and diſcreet 
Knowledge, and whenever he pleaſes clouds the Judgement and 
Underſtanding, till Idiocy or Madneſs proceed from ſuch afflicting 
Diſpenſations of his Almighty Power. But he creates no Defor- 
mity of Mind or Body for the Sport, but to move the tender Diſpo- 
ſitions of his Creatures; He orders it for ſome ſecret and infinitely 
Divine Purpoſe of his unfathomable Wiſdom, and mult receive 
great Satisfaction from a charitable Regard to ſuch miſerable Objects. 
It is another * NATIONAL CHARITY, recommendatory I 
doubt not to the Favour of God, that ſuch a Multitude of little 
DESTITUTE INNOCENTS, the Children of unfortunate or 
wicked and unnatural Parents, are brought up in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord, and are reſcu'd from the Snares, Tempta- 
tions, and Ruins of Idleneſs and Vagrancy; the annual and beau- 
tiful Appearance of which poor Children, ſuch Spring Bloſſoms 
in the Church, calld, by a pious and learned Man, the Garden of 
Chriſt, is a Sight which nothing can excel, but the glorious 4/- 
ſembly of the Firſt-born in thoſe bliſsful Regions, where, in our 
Saviour's Words, the Angels of his little Ones do continually be- 

hold the Face of” their Father which is in Heaven. 
The laſt Branch of National Charity which I ſhall mention, till 
I come to thoſe which ſeem more connected with my preſent Sub- 
ject, is that + czcellent and noble Foundation, now in its Infancy 
of Beneficence, for the Refuge, Maintenance, and religious and 
prudent Education of poor, little, female Orphans, or other di- 
{treſs'd Children of that tender Sex, whoſe Form 1s often their 
Undoing, and of whom this is Their propos d, and I heartily pray 
may be encourag'd, Relief, from the Temptations of Neceſſity; 
and from the glittering and vicious Baits of lewd Profligates and' 
Debauchees; who are baſely and diſhonourably aſſiduous, to 
catch blooming Innocence and Virtue, and rob them of Eſteem 
and Character; which being loſt, that lovely Part of God's 
Creation is degraded, and brought to the Shame, Ruin, and 
unnatural Boldneſs of Proſtitution and Infamy. To change tlie 
Skin of the Ethiopian, or take ont the Spots of the Leopard, 
to force or perfuade them to Jo well, who have been ac- 
euſiom'd to do Evil, is a Taſk which the Word of God proclaims 
difficult, tho I honour the preſent Attempt of it, and think it 
| _ . 
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pious and truly meritorious; but as a Diſeaſe is much eaſier pre- 
vented than cur'd, how rational as well as charitable a Plan doth 
it appear, to train up Children in the Path of Virtue and Chaſtity, 
to rivet in their Minds the Fear of God, and the Excellency of a 
good Name, which by his re/traming Grace, added to ſuch early 
Tuition in Righteouſneſs, they will not depart from; this muſt 
greatly tend to the Honeſty and Fidelity of Servizude, and con- 
ſequently to the Good of the Community. How comfortably then, 
like Hezekrah, may we ſpeak to this eharitable Country, and how 
fearleſs may they be of any Schemes of the Enemy, who thus 
let their Light Jo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee their good 
Works, and glorify our Father which 1s in Heaven ! 

And this brings me to ſpeak of ſome National Charities more 
immediately connected with my ſubject, and very proper for the 
Conſideration and Encouragement of thoſe brave and loyal Subjects 
who ſhall enter into His Majeſty's Army, and inliſt for the De- 
fence, Glory, and Honour of their Country: And firſt, in ſo 
glorious a Cauſe, if they fall, they will rife with zever-fading 
Laurels, and be happy, and flouriſh eternally with the bleſſed 
CAPTAIN OF THEIR SALVATION in his heavenly King- 
dom; if they ſurvive, what a + charitable Proviſion is made for the 
wounded, worn out, and brave Veterans, whoſe Souls and Bodies 
are amply and generouſly taken Care of ; who have an Opportu- 
nity to worſhip and ſerve the GREAT God who has cover'd their 
Heads in the Day of Battle; who in the Decline of Life receive bodily 
Eaſe and Nouriſhment, and in a delightful Habitation, the greatly- 
merited Amends for their paſt Dangers and honourable Scars. 

Nor is there wanting “ another charitable and magnificent Re- 
treat for diſabled and maim'd Seamen, thoſe valuable and uſeful _ 
People, who ſeem caſt in a particular Mould of Providence for their 
glorious Toll and Employment; whoſe Ships, which they ſo ſkil- 
fully and chearfully ſteer and navigate thro' foaming Waves, and 
tempeſtuous Winds, may be juſtly ſtiled the FLOATING CASTLES, 
FORTS, and BULWARKS of this Iſland; who fear no Danger, 
nor Death, for the Honour of their Royal Maſter's and Country's 
Flag, and whoſe hone/? Hearts and able Hands are always ready 
to maintain. his Sovereignty, under God, of the wide Ocean; to 
conquer the Foes, and enlarge the Commerce, of Great Britain; 
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to ſecure her Coaſts, defend her from all Inſults and Invaſions, and 
drive them, like the idolatrous and ſuperſtitious 4/yrians, with 
Shame of Face to their own Land. Nor has the Care of Govern- 
ment been wanting to them whilſt in their Station and Service, 
by affording them thoſe INSTRUMENTS for a thorough Paſſage of 
AIR, which have been the Contrivance, Study, and Pains, of that 


1 EMINENT and LEARNED DIVINE, the NEWTON of the 
preſent Age, and which have been experimentally prov'd ſo condu- 


cive to their Health, and ſuch Preſervatives of their Food from 


nauſeous and devouring Vermin, 
What an unſpeakable Pleaſure muſt theſe exalted Charities of a 


Government give their Commanders, or rather affetionate Friends, 
as I hope, and doubt not, they are in general, to their Brethren; 


tho Irferiors, to whoſe maritime skill, Obedience, and Dili. 
gence, their own Safety and Lives are owing ; and particularly, how 
pleaſing muſt theſe Charities be to that great and + BRAVE 
OFFICER whoſe Generoſity and Goodneſs of Heart feels the Joys 
and Griefs of all under his Command, of thoſe brave People and 
Companions of his Dangers: and Labours for his Country's Ho- 
nour ; who have followed his judicious Orders and courageous 
Example to the glorious Victories and Conqueſts he has obtained 
in this ſucceſsful War. ” | 
And now what remains, but that a Senſe of all theſe Things 
which have been conſider'd, apply'd, and recommended in this 
Diſcourſe, from the prudent and religious Conduct of Hezekiah 


and his People, when threatened and ixvaded by the Afſyrians, be 


riveted in our Hearts and Memories; that human Prudence may 
direct, and the ſþrr:tual Diſcretion of Devotion guide us to God's 
Throne of Grace, and, in Conſequence, to his divine Bleſſing 
and Succeſs; that War and Blood-ſhed may ceaſe, and ſoon 


terminate in a glorious, honourable, and LASTING PEACE ;. 


that, if I may be allowd to borrow from the Hiſtory of once 


Brave Rome, now loſt by Luxuries and Effeminacies, The Temple 


of Janus may be ſo ſhut by our GREAT AUGUSTUS, that no 
haughty, ambitious, nor faithleſs Powers may again open it. 

For theſe Purpoſes, and to procure theſe happy Events, let 
us, like Hezek:ah, walk before God in Truth, and with a perfect Heart, 
and do that which is good in bis Sight. | 

| - How 
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How many Things hath God done for us? What Subjects of 
| Triumph are mix'd with the Rumour of this Invaſion, to diſſipate 
all unmanly Fears and Diſtruſts? how wonderful have been the 
| _ glorious Succeſſes of this Year ? Tis true indeed 
that the faireſt Horizon 1s 
ſuddenly overcaſt, and that all our Pleaſures have an Allay of 
Grief : BRIT AIN conquerd at QUVEBECK, but WOLFE FELL! 
9 and we muſt have been inſenſibly unaffected with our COUNTRY'S 
LOSS in that BRAVE MAN, if the NATIONAL JOY had not 
” | receiv'd ſome Check, if SOME GENEROUS CONCERN had not 
1 appear'd for that melancholy Event. | 
| In ſuch a Choice of Bleſſings, as we have been favour'd 
E with this War, to uſe the beautiful Expreſſion of the great 
| and fallen General juſt now mention'd and lamented, I know , 
not where to fix my Object of Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; 
what ſhall we render unto the Lord for all theſe Benefits he 
hath done unto us? which of his greateſt Enemies ſhall we ſacri- 
fice? what monſtrous Sin ſhall we mortify ? what darling Lu/f 
and Paſſion ſhall we ſubdue ? let us honour him by adhering to 
his Laws which we may have formerly 3 and give him the 
. acceptable Thanks of our Reformation. Let ud not be Evil becauſe 
| he is Good, take an unnatural Liberty from his Favours to offend: 
him, and be more preſumptuous and bold in our Vices, becauſe his 
Grace and Mercy have abounded. There is no Sin ſo heinous but 
Ingratitude will heighten and give an Aggravation to: "Tis gener- 
ous and noble to amend our Lives with our Conditions ; the 
greater we grow, the Son of Sirach adviſes, to humble our ſelves the 
more. If it was well ſaid by David, it is good for me that 1 have 
been ee how much better and happier will it be for the Peo- 
ple of this Country, to ſay, from an Experience of ſuch national. 
Mercies, it is good for us that we have ſucceeded and been de- 
hver'd ; for now we are charm'd and mov d by Gratitude as well as 
Inclination, to keep the Statutes of our great Friend and mighty 
Deliverer. Better and more honourable is it to be led into our 
Duty by God's favourable Diſpenſations, than to be driven and: 
forced into a Sight of our Follies and Offences, by the ſevere. 
Strokes of Divine Fury and Diſpleaſure. 
Let us in this critical Conjuncture, not be under any Ap- 
prehenſions of theſe threatning and haughty ASSYRIANS, nor: 


fear any Enemies ſo much as our Sins; they only. can ä the 
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Face of the Lord from us; but our Prayers, like good Hezekiah's 
and the Prophet's, and bringing forth the Fruits meet for Repentance, 
will give our Coaſts the additional and ſure Zuard of God's Di- 
vine Protection, of his careful and overuling Providence. 

Our Enemies have long envy'd the Freedom, Riches, and ex-. 
tenſive Commerce of this little brave Iſland ; and the Subverſion , 
of our religious and civil Rights, has long been the Object of 
their Hatred and Perfidy ; their Chains of Slavery, and 'Tortures 
vf Perſecution have frequently been prepar'd; but God has not 
given us over for a Prey unto their Teeth ; he has miraculouſly pre- 
| ſerv'd us, made us able to preſerve others, and be the Bulwark of 
| the Proteſtant Cauſe throughout Europe. Let us be warm'd and 
melted by ſuch Bleſſings, to the Worſhip and Adoration of his 
moſt Holy Name, and let us ſubmit in all Events to his Will. 
| No one is ſo valiant as he that dares to be good when the Days 

are evil, and bravely ſcorns to be wicked, and forget his Divine 
Benefactor, to deny God, and ſay, Who is the Lord? when the 
'Times are proſperous. 

As the greateſt Good and the greateſt Evil proceed from the 
Force of Example, let thoſe in high Life, great and rich Men 
of Earth, join in the PIETY and RELIGIOUS PRUDENCE of 
the King, and Adminiſtration, who have order'd publick Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings to God, and that People of all Ranks and Con- 
ditions ſhou'd he told of, and gratefully acknowledge the Things which 
he hath done; let there be no more Occaſion to lament the ſpi- 
ritual Wickedneſs in high Places, but the richer and greater we are, 
let it remind us of God's bountiful Providence, and make us 
more and more exemplary and virtuous in our Lives and Con- 
verſations. When great Men are wicked, the low Claſs of Man- 
kind, who follow their Superiors in all Modes and Faſhions, will 
imitate them in their Vices ; if ſuch SUNS are eclips'd, the Aer 
Stars will loſe their Light and Splendour. Let then the Goodneſs | 
of God lead us all, high and low, rich and poor, to Repentance | 

and Amendment, and then det us not fear what Man can + unto Us. 

In all our Words and Actions, in all Speeches and Delibera- 
tions in Councils, in all our publk Prayers and Supplications, 
our devout Praiſes and Thankfgivings; to compleat our Duty | 
and our Happineſs, let brotheriy Love and good Will, domeſtick 


Union and Harmony, continue; and as 4;od's People of old 
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were commanded to love the Stranger, for they were Strangers 
m the Land of Egypt, as Love is a univerſal Duty, and only 
ſhut up and confin'd in low, narrow, and groveling Minds, 
let our Prayers be ſent up to the Mercy-Seat of Heaven, for our 
diſtreſs d Proteſtant Brethren abroad, ſuffering. in the bloody Spot 
and Seat of War, and in the great Spoils and Deſolations of mili- 
tary Exactions and Plunders. Let our brotherly Concern and Af- 
feection be viſible for that BRAVE PEOPLE, and PROTESTANT 
_ COUNTRY connected with us in a FELLOWSHIP of Subjec- 

tion to the ſame ROYAL HEAD and: SOVEREIGN ; and whoſe 
Sufferings and Deſolations in OUR War, for OUR Wrongs, and 
whoſe brave Engagements in the fame: COMMON CAUSE, and 
againſt the fame COMMON ENEMY, increaſe the Obligations 
of our Regard, Reſpect, and Humanity, towards them; and let 
THEIR and OUR Succeſs under an ILLUSTRIOUS AND 
VICTORIOUS LEADER, in Conjunction with our valiant Bri- 
?:/h Troops, be another Subject of Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; nor 
let us forget our Prayers to God for the Safety and Succeſs of that 
* GREAT PRINCE our glorious Proteſtant Ally, who in ſuch 
Perils, and againſt ſuch Numbers, has ſo often been victorious, . 
or when oblig'd to retreat, has done it with the greateſt Honour 
and Generalſhip. 

And now after all theſe publick Mercies, let the ſuppling Oil of 
Chriſtianity be apply'd to all feſtering Wounds of Party Heat and: 
Animoſities; if any Embers remain, that they may never again: 
break out, diſturb the publick Peace and Tranqullity, and pro- 
duce Clamour and Uneaſineſs ; let us all go forth againſt the Ene-- 
my with Courage and Truſt in God, if they attempt to drive us- 
from our gwn Vines, and our own Figtrees, which we now quietly 
and unmoleſtedly fit under; let His, SACRED MAJESTY, the: 
ROYAL and HOPEFUL HEIR APPARENT of His: Crown, . 
and every illuſtrious Branch of His Family, be the Objects of our 
Affection and dutiful Regard; and let us always remember, with. 
becoming Gratitude, that valiant, active, and ROYAL HERO, 
who in the laſt horrid and unnatural Rebellion, in the ſevereſt 
Seaſon, and with glorious Toils and Fatigues, fought and con- 
quer'd in His ROYAL PARENT'S and COUNTRY'S CAUSE,, 
in the ever memorable Defeat of the Rebels at Culloden. * 


Prince Ferdinand. 4 King of Fruſſa. 
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In a Word ; let. it be the noble Emulation or BRITONs in any 
INVASION, to vye with each other in Zeal and Attachment to 
the Government and excellent Conſtitution of this Country; and 
let the generous Example, Loyalty, and Bounty of this GREAT 
and OPULENT METROPOLIS, - and its NEIGHBOURING 
CITY, the Spot of NOBLE RESIDENCE, encourage all good 
Subjects to arm for ENGL/AND/ AND LIBERTY: 
I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with the Words and p rudent 
Advice of St. Paul to the Epbeſſans, which” ſcem to be 2 a 
fort of SPIRH UAL MILITLE: Take unto you the whole: 2 1 A 
of God, that you may be able to refit in the evil Day. Let you 
LOINS BE GIRT ABOUT with ruth, and put on the BREAST- - 
PLATE of Righteouſmfs, having your FEET SHOD with the 
PREPARATION of the Goſpel of Peage;unboveally take the SHIELD 
OF FAITH, whereby. ye ſhall be able to quench all the FIERY D ARTS 
of the Wicked; ws 2 the HEL MET of Salvati on, and the 
SI/ORD of the SPIRIT which 4s the Mord of God, praying always 
with all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, « and watching * 
unto with all Perſeverance, | F 
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